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Freshmen excel in fi rst year of full high school sports offerings
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Sunrise Elementary students are served lunch daily in the library 
and line up with trays of food next to books before returning 
to class to eat. The school is overcrowded, serving about 100 
students more than its program capacity.

Board approves November 3, 2015 school bond election
The Puyallup School Board has unani-
mously agreed to place a school bond on 
the November 3, 2015 General Election 
ballot to address overcrowding and con-
tinued enrollment growth in the district’s 
elementary schools.
 
All of the projects on the proposed $292.5 
million bond measure address the need for 
elementary school classroom space.
 
“It speaks volumes that this whole bond 
package is about the elementary level and 
the overcrowding that we have,” said Puy-
allup School Board Director Kathy Yang.

Proposed bond projects
 
The proposed projects include:

• Replacing Firgrove, Northwood, and 
Sunrise elementary schools with larger 
elementary schools that would have 30 
home rooms (similar in size to the last 
two elementary schools, Edgerton and 
Carson, which opened in 2007). This 
school size generally supports four 
classrooms for each grade level.

• Building a new elementary school 
with 44 home rooms on undeveloped 
district-owned property on 144th Street 
near 80th Avenue west of Meridian on 
South Hill. This school size generally 
supports six classrooms for each grade 
level.

• Remodeling and expanding Pope 

Elementary with 44 home rooms, 
consisting of six classrooms for each 
grade level. The proposed expansion 
includes additional classrooms, a 
new gym that would also be used as 
a cafeteria, relocation of some play 
areas, removal of portable classrooms, 
and expansion of the bus loop and 
parking areas.

The projects would accommodate full-day 
kindergarten classes, special education 
preschool classes, and a science classroom 
at each of the fi ve sites.

Nearly 12 years have passed since district 
voters last approved a school bond, which 
pays for capital projects such as new 
school construction, renovation, replace-

ment, and other school improvements.

The last voter-approved school bond in 
2004, for example, paid for construction 
of Glacier View Junior High and Car-
son and Edgerton elementary schools, 
replacement of Kalles and Aylen junior 
high schools, remodels or renovations at 
several other schools, and updated student 
and staff computer equipment.

Continued enrollment growth

Enrollment growth over the past decade 
has created a continued demand for more 
classrooms and the replacement of aging 
facilities and equipment.

Puyallup is the eighth largest school dis-
trict in Washington and the second largest 
district in Pierce County with more than 
22,250 students.

Enrollment projections call for continued 
surging growth throughout the district, 
with an additional 1,600 students expected 
to arrive in Puyallup schools in the next 
fi ve years. Most of that growth – 1,050 
children – is projected at the elementary 
level.

Completion of the fi ve proposed bond 
projects would reduce the number of 
elementary school temporary instructional 
spaces, also referred to as portable class-

Karlee Stueckle is a competitor.

The ninth grader made her mark in high 
school sports this spring by taking fi rst 
place in several meets and setting a school 
record in another with winning times in 
track and fi eld events.

The 15-year-old competed and landed 
a spot on both the Emerald Ridge High 
School varsity girls soccer team last fall 
and the varsity track and fi eld team this 
spring.

She took fi rst place in the 100- and 
300-meter hurdles at the Tacoma Invita-
tional in early May, for example, and set 
a school record last month in a 400-meter 
race at Emerald Ridge High School.

The Stahl Junior High student is one of 
778 ninth graders from throughout the dis-
trict who seized the opportunity this year 
to participate in high school sports that 

Stahl Junior High ninth grader Karlee Stueckle found success this 
year on the varsity Emerald Ridge High track and fi eld team.

were historically only open to students in 
grades 10 through 12.

Equity in athletics

The new 9-12 athletic confi guration, ap-
proved by the school board two years ago 
and instituted last fall, gives ninth graders 
like Stueckle a chance to compete in the 
following high school sports formerly 
closed to ninth graders: volleyball, basket-
ball, girls cross country, girls soccer, track, 
football, and boys wrestling.

In the past, ninth-grade boys could play 
on high school soccer teams, for example, 
while girls in the same grade could only 
compete on junior high teams. Similarly, 
ninth-grade girls could join high school 
wrestling teams, but not their male class-
mates.

“It was important to provide equity to our 
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Facilities planning is key to school operations

New photo banners feature district students
New weather-resistant banners featur-
ing photos of elementary, junior high, 
and high school students throughout the 
school district have been mounted to 
the outside walls of the school district’s 
downtown administrative offi ces.

One grouping of banners is attached to 
each of the four sides of the two-story 
Education Service Center. The building is 
located at 302 2nd St. S.E. on the corner 
of Pioneer Avenue and Meridian Street.

More banners are mounted across the 
street from the Education Service Center 
on the exterior wall of the district’s 
business offi ce. The offi ce is at 109 E. 
Pioneer Ave. 

The banners, installed earlier this spring, 
feature images on both sides showing 
students learning about science, reading, 
and math, as well as performing music 
and participating in athletics.

Superintendent’s Message

Board Member’s Message

Tim Yeomans
Superintendent
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Questions and complaints 
of alleged discrimination may 
be directed to Amie Brandmire, 
execut ive  d i rec tor  of  human 
resources, employee relations, and 
school support (253) 841-8764; chief 
equity and achievement offi cer (253) 
840-8966; Title IX coordinator (253) 
841-8785; or Section 504 coordinator 
(253) 841-8700.

The day I became a Puyallup School 
District parent many years ago, I was full 
of excitement and anxiety as I watched 
my little girl board the big yellow school 
bus for her fi rst day of kindergarten. I 
wondered if she would make friends, if 
she would like her teacher, if she would 
be scared. I did not wonder how old the 
school bus was, if the school had enough 
space for all the children from the hous-
ing growth around us, if adequate safety 
measures had been taken. I assumed, like 
many parents, that the district had all 
things in hand to ensure that fi rst day of 
school would go smoothly.

Since that day, I have learned just how 

much planning and coordination it takes to 
safely and effectively educate each child 
we welcome into our district. With regard 
to capital facilities, the district works 
continuously with public agencies, cities, 
the county, parks and recreation depart-
ments, law enforcement, fi re services, and 
state and federal agencies. It makes plans 
for facility needs 12 years in advance, 
based on growth and population shifts that 
are rigorously tracked by a professional 
demographer. The district must also be 
mindful of legislative changes that impact 
operations, such as class-size reduction 
initiatives.

Transportation is another important 
department that requires thoughtful long-
term planning. Regular replacement of 
aging buses not only keeps our children 
safe, but increases effi ciency and brings 
depreciation dollars to the district that 
are used to purchase additional buses to 
sustain the fl eet.

Additionally, the district actively seeks 
grants for the physical security of our 

schools, for energy effi ciencies, for new 
buses, and for the support of educa-
tional services. These grants improve the 
level of service to our communities and 
enhance the public funds with which the 
district is entrusted.

Currently, more than 1,000 homes are 
under construction within the district 
boundaries and at least 1,600 students 
are expected in our schools in the next 
fi ve years. The district has prepared and 
planned for this growth for many years, 
yet has been unsuccessful in passing a 
school bond on four separate occasions 
in the past eight years to pay for school 
construction and renovations. Adding 
more classroom space at our overcrowded 
elementary schools will once again be on 
the election ballot this November.

I encourage our community to become 
educated about the bond and the ongoing 
space crunch in our schools as we con-
tinue to work to provide the best educa-
tion possible for each of our more than 
22,250 students.

Since the school board unanimously 
agreed in April to place a bond measure 
before voters this November to address 
overcrowding in our elementary schools, 
I have frequently been asked how the 
district can fund the fi ve proposed con-
struction and renovation projects with 
such a small estimated tax increase to 
homeowners.

The school board has chosen to replace 
the collection of $34 million of remain-
ing taxes from the voter-approved 
six-year School Facility Improvements 
and Technology Upgrades Levy passed 
in February 2014 with a 21-year school 
bond. Essentially, we will replace one 
funding stream with another and spread 
the collections for these long-term facility 
projects over 21 years instead of six. This 
is similar to a homeowner who refi nances 
a house, extending payments over a longer 
time period, often at a lower interest rate. 
Additionally, district property values have 
increased over the past year because of 
the improved economy. Higher property 
values result in lower rates. 
 
It is signifi cant, too, that the school board 
does not plan to refi nance the remaining 

$5 million of technology projects included 
in the six-year School Facility Improve-
ments and Technology Upgrades Levy. 
We want to be accountable to taxpayers 
by keeping short-term fi nancing focused 
on short-term needs, such as technology, 
which have a shorter lifespan than facility 
projects.
 
As you will see outlined in the article on 
page 1, the proposed school bond would 
raise an estimated $292.5 million over 21 
years. The conservative cost estimate to 
taxpayers is 2 cents per $1,000 of assessed 
property valuation. The owner of a home 
valued at $250,000, for example, would 
pay about $5 more per year in taxes levied 
by the school district.

The district and the school board believe 
that this is a prudent and cost-effective 
way to meet the needs of our children 
while being mindful of the tax burden 
on our community — all at a time when 
we face rapid growth in our community 
coupled with potential changes in state 
law regarding class size.

Our ongoing efforts to be more effi cient in 
how we operate our schools while being 
mindful and appreciative of the support 
that our community provides us have been 
key considerations for the school board in 
its review of bond package recommenda-
tions. 

We invite you to learn more about the 
proposed November 3, 2015 school bond 
election on our Puyallup School District 
website. Additionally, we welcome your 
questions and comments at election@
puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Thank you for taking the time to read 
this month’s edition of Connections, 
and thanks, as always, for your ongoing 
support of our district mission to educate 
and inspire students to reach their full 
potential.
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Five Puyallup schools win Washington Achievement Award 

Last day of school 
changed to June 19 

Desiree Carson
Aylen Junior High

continued on page 5

District honors two Teachers of the Year
continued on page 5

Aylen Junior High teacher Desiree Carson introduces a college and 
career project to her Advancement Via Individual Determination 
class. Carson is Teacher of the Year at the secondary level.

The last day of school has been moved 
from Thursday, June 18 to Friday, June 
19 this year so that students can make 
up for a missed school day resulting 
from a planned June 3 one-day teacher 
walkout.

The Puyallup Education Association 
(PEA) voted on May 14 to approve a 
one-day walkout. A day later, PEA an-
nounced it would walk out on June 3.

The PEA is among more than 50 
teacher associations across Washington 
that have either held, or have voted to 
hold, one-day strikes to rally for fund-
ing from the state Legislature.

A revised calendar refl ecting the 
change to the last day of school is 
posted on the school district website.

Puyallup High School and Carson, 
Ridgecrest, Spinning, and Woodland 
elementary schools have been selected to 
receive one or more Washington Achieve-
ment Awards, which are considered the 
state’s highest honor in recognition of 
high performing schools.

The annual awards program, sponsored 
by the Offi ce of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and State Board of Education, 
celebrates Washington’s top performing 
schools based on three years of academic 
information.

Puyallup School District’s fi ve award-
winning schools are among 401 schools 
statewide to receive the annual Washing-
ton Achievement Award this year.

“We are very proud of the work taking 
place in all of our schools,” said district 
Superintendent Tim Yeomans. “To have 
fi ve schools recognized for exemplary 
performance is great for our children, our 
district, and the entire Puyallup commu-
nity.”
 
Puyallup School Board President Pat 
Donovan added, “This is fantastic news 

for our district and the schools that have 
been recognized. While all of our students 
and schools are working diligently for 
improvement, it is gratifying to see that 
these schools are being recognized as 
leaders in the state. Thanks to the schools, 
staff, parents, and communities for this 
great news.”

Elementary, middle/junior high, and com-
prehensive high schools are recognized 
for achievement in six categories: overall 
excellence, high progress, reading growth, 
math growth, extended (5-year) gradua-
tion rate, and English language acquisi-
tion.
 
For the third consecutive year, Woodland 
Elementary School earned the top award 
for overall excellence. The award is based 
on state assessment data in science, writ-
ing, reading, and math for the past three 
years.
 
Woodland Elementary is among the top 5 
percent of schools in the state to receive 
the overall excellence honor. Additionally, 
the school has been selected to receive a 
Washington Achievement Award for read-
ing growth.

Firgrove Elementary third-grade teacher 
Sara Deaver and Aylen Junior High sci-
ence and Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) teacher Desiree 
Carson are this year’s Puyallup School 
District Teachers of the Year.

Both educators learned of their awards 
this spring with surprise announcements 
during impromptu school staff meetings.

The school board also honored them in 
April with engraved plaques and a stand-
ing ovation before a room full of their 
colleagues, family, and students.

Deaver is Teacher of the Year represent-
ing the elementary level, while Carson is 
recognized from among all of the school 
district’s junior high and high school 
teachers.

First and foremost, her colleagues say, 
Desiree Carson is a student advocate.

“She is encouraging and positive while 
also maintaining accountability,” Principal 
Kevin Mensonides wrote in his nomina-
tion of Carson as Teacher of the Year.

Mensonides noted that Carson builds 
solid, educational best practice routines 
into her daily lessons and “is deliberate in 
tracking student progress, communicating 
with parents, and providing students with 
multiple opportunities for success.”

Additionally, he described how Carson 
provides constant, ongoing, and mean-
ingful feedback to students about their 
academic progress. She videotapes her 
science labs and posts them online, for 
example, so that students who are absent 
during the lab can have the same opportu-
nities as their classmates to learn.

“She does not give up on her students,” he 
wrote. “They get her absolute best every 
day.”

Carson has been teaching the past four 
years at Aylen Junior High following one 
year as a student teacher at Chief Leschi 
Schools.
 
The 2006 Rogers High graduate spent 
her entire K-12 school years in Puyallup, 
having also attended Brouillet Elementary 

and Stahl Junior High.

After high school, Carson attended colleg-
es in California, Washington, and Hawaii 
before earning her bachelor’s degree in 
economics from the University of Hawaii. 

She went on to earn her master’s degree 
in education and curriculum from the 
University of Washington Tacoma campus 
after studying students at risk.

Carson spent her fi rst year at Aylen Junior 
High teaching English before accepting 
the role and fi nding her niche as a ninth-
grade science teacher and seventh- and 
eighth-grade AVID instructor.

“Science is what I 
have a passion for,” 
she said. “It’s a perfect 
blend of English, math, 
and social studies.”

Working with 26 
AVID students one 
period each day is also 
a perfect fi t, she said, 
not only for the subject 

matter she is teaching, but also for the 
students she gets to work with.

“This is about encouraging them to con-
tinue their education beyond high school, 
and they enjoy learning about colleges 
and careers,” she said. “I get to be their 
cheerleader every day, and we track their 
progress very closely to monitor their 

academic growth. Sometimes I get to be 
their nagging mother too!”

Seventh-grade AVID student Hannah 
Street praised Carson’s teaching style.
“She is amazing,” Street said. “If we are 
struggling, she meets with us and chal-
lenges us to do our best.”

Eighth-grader Christian French added, 
“She makes learning fun. She pushes you 
to do better — to never give up.”

In addition to teaching four class peri-
ods of science and one period of AVID, 
Carson has helped over the years with a 
long list of school and district activities 
and events.

She has coached girls junior varsity track; 
served as adviser to a school fi tness club, 
diversity club, and AVID leadership club; 
and facilitated enrichment opportunities 
for students excelling in school, including 
courses in gardening, boating safety, and 
the physics of scuba diving.

Carson has also facilitated an interven-
tion reading group for struggling students 
three days a week, run a science interven-
tion block, served as one of two school 
technology coordinators, served as the 
school’s representative on the school 
district’s Diversity Committee, and helped 
lead school and district teacher trainings.

 “I love doing what I do,” she said.

This is also the third consecutive year that 
Ridgecrest Elementary is being honored 
with the state award. The school won the 
award this year for math growth.

Spinning Elementary returned to the 
winners’ list for the second consecutive 

Woodland Elementary teacher Marisa Mitterholzer helps student 
Jaden Kinnison with an assignment. The state awarded the school 
an overall excellence award for the third straight year.

Each May, the school board honors 
20 outstanding seniors from Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high 
schools, as well as fi ve seniors from 
Walker High School.

The board honored this year’s Out-
standing 65 Seniors by presenting 
them each with a rose, a certifi cate, 
and a printed booklet that features their 
photos and biographies. A copy of the 
booklet and the names of all Outstand-
ing 65 Seniors are posted on the district 
website.

Board honors 65 
Outstanding Seniors

2015-16 calendar
and bell schedules set
The 2015-16 school year calendar, as 
well as next year’s bell schedules that 
refl ect a slight change at two schools, 
are posted on the district website.

The new bell schedules refl ect a deci-
sion to start and end school fi ve minutes 
earlier than this year at Emerald Ridge 
High School and start and dismiss 
school fi ve minutes later at Glacier 
View Junior High School. 

All students will continue to have a 
one-hour late start every Monday that 
school is in session.
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Northwood Elementary teacher Janet Kempe reads with fi rst 
graders. The school’s enrollment continues to grow, and the 
November school bond proposes replacing the aging building with 
a larger school to accommodate that growth.

rooms, from the current 122 elementary 
portable classrooms to 22 of the tempo-
rary instructional spaces.
 
“Dropping the number of elementary por-
tables by 100 is huge,” said Chief Opera-
tions Offi cer Rudy Fyles.
 
The fi ve proposed projects would create 
additional classroom space for 2,720 el-
ementary students, Fyles said, and would 
create a need for a districtwide boundary 
review.
 
“This addresses our overcrowding and 
positions the district for the future,” Fyles 
said. “Some people see woods, I see sub-
divisions.”
 
Cost
 
The proposed bond would raise an esti-
mated $292.5 million over 21 years. The 
conservative cost estimate to taxpayers is 
2 cents per $1,000 of assessed property 
valuation. The owner of a home valued at 
$250,000, for example, would pay about 
$5 more per year in taxes levied by the 
district.

The district’s total current tax rate as 
of October 2014 is $6.50 per $1,000 of 
assessed valuation. The proposed bond 
would result in a new estimated tax rate of 
$6.52 per $1,000 of assessed valuation.
 
The bond measure includes refi nancing 
about $34 million of a six-year capital 
projects levy approved by voters in 2014. 
The remaining $5 million of technol-
ogy projects in the 2014 School Facility 
Improvements and Technology Upgrades 
Levy will not be refi nanced.
 
Citizens Bond Planning Committee
 
The board vote came after two public 
hearings before the school board and more 
than a year of research by a 28-member 
Citizens Bond Planning Committee.
 
The committee — made up of parents, 
high school students, educators, and com-
munity members — has been meeting 
over the past year to review facility needs 
districtwide.
 
The planning committee presented a 
report of its work to the board earlier this 
spring, as well as two recommendations 
outlining projects that could be included 
on a potential school bond. Both of the 
committee’s recommendations focused 

on providing more classroom space in 
the district’s many crowded elementary 
schools.
 
Additional information

The district has set up an email address es-

pecially for questions about the proposed 
school bond. Send questions to:
election@puyallup.k12.wa.us.
 
Visit the school district website for more 
information regarding the November 3, 
2015 school bond measure. 

School bond election
continued from page 1

The deadline to register by mail or online 
to vote in the November 3, 2015 General 
Election is October 5. All registrations 
must be postmarked by this date.
 
To register to vote in Pierce County, ap-
plicants must be: 

• At least 18 years old by Election Day.
• A United States citizen and legal 

Washington state resident.
• Not under Department of Corrections 

supervision for a Washington felony 
conviction.

• Not disqualifi ed from voting due to a 
court order.

Register by mail
 

Voter registra-
tion forms are 
available at each 
of the Puyallup 
School District’s 
32 schools, the 
school district’s 
Education 

Service Center, public libraries, staffed 
fi re stations in unincorporated Pierce 
County, city clerks’ offi ces, most state 
offi ces, and the Pierce County Elections 
Division.
 
Forms may also be accessed on the Inter-
net at http://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/
register_mail.aspx or by calling the 
Pierce County Elections Division at 
(253) 798-VOTE (8683).
 
If registering by mail and it is the fi rst time 
registering to vote in Pierce County, ap-
plicants must list on the form a Washington 
state driver’s license or the last four digits 
of their Social Security number.
 
Register online
 
To register online, visit http://www.sos.
wa.gov/elections/myvote/olvr.html. A 
valid Washington state driver’s license 
or Washington state-issued identifi cation 
card is required to register online.
 
Register in person
 
Pierce County residents not yet regis-
tered to vote in Washington who miss the 
mail-in or online deadlines can register 
in person from October 6 to October 26. 
In-person voter registration is done at the 
Pierce County Elections Division.

Register to vote November 3, 2015 bond election

The following are some frequently asked 
questions about the proposed school bond 
that will appear on the November 3, 2015 
General Election ballot.

What is a school bond?

A bond pays for capital projects such 
as new school construction, renovation, 
replacement, and other school improve-
ments. The last voter-approved school 
bond in 2004, for example, paid for 
construction of Glacier View Junior 
High and Carson and Edgerton elemen-
tary schools, replacement of Kalles and 
Aylen junior high schools, remodels or 
renovations at several other schools, 
and updated student and staff computer 
equipment.

How is a school bond different from an 
educational programs and operations 
school levy?

An educational programs and opera-
tions school levy, also referred to as a 
maintenance levy, helps fund day-to-day 
learning needs such as textbooks and ex-
tracurricular programs. Puyallup School 
District voters last approved a four-year 
school programs and operations levy in 
February 2014.

Why does the school district need a 
school bond election now?

When the bond comes before voters in 
November, it will have been nearly 12 
years since the last school bond was 
approved. Enrollment growth over the 
past decade has created a need for more 
classrooms and the replacement of 
aging facilities and equipment. Puyal-
lup is the eighth largest school district 
in Washington with more than 22,250 
students. Enrollment projections call for 
continued surging growth throughout the 
district, with an additional 1,600 students 
expected to arrive in Puyallup schools in 
the next fi ve years. Most of that growth 
— 1,050 children — is projected at the 
elementary level.

What are the election requirements?

The bond requires a 60 percent superma-
jority to pass. Voter turnout must be at 

least 40 percent of the previous general 
election.

What is the cost?

The proposed bond would cost taxpayers an 
estimated 2 cents per $1,000 of assessed 
property valuation. The owner of a home 
valued at $250,000, for example, would 
pay about $5 more per year in taxes levied 
by the district.

How does the cost change the school 
district’s overall tax rate?

The district’s total current tax rate as 
of October 2014 is $6.50 per $1,000 of 
assessed valuation. The proposed bond 
would result in a new estimated tax rate of 
$6.52 per $1,000 of assessed valuation.

Why is the cost so low compared to 
other recent school bond proposals?

The district is proposing refi nancing about 
$34 million of a six-year School Facility 
Improvements and Technology Upgrades 
Levy approved by voters in 2014. The 
amount is included in the proposed bond, 
which would be spread over 21 years 
rather than six. The money to fund the 
technology projects in the six-year levy 
will not be refi nanced. Additionally, dis-
trict property values have increased over 

the past year because of the improved 
economy. Higher property values result 
in lower rates. 

Are some residents eligible for tax 
exemptions?

Yes. Puyallup School District residents 
who are 61 years of age or older by 
December 31, 2014 and whose household 
income is $35,000 or less may qualify for 
a tax exemption from all or part of the 
proposed 2015 school bond. Regardless 
of age, residents who have a disability 
that prevents them from being employed 
may also qualify for this exemption. Ex-
emptions must be renewed at least once 
every six years unless there is a change 
in status or income. Proof of income and 
disability is required. Additional infor-
mation on tax exemptions is available 
by contacting the Senior Citizen and 
Disabled Persons Exemption Department 
Hotline at (253) 798-2169. More infor-
mation is also available on the Pierce 
County Assessor-Treasurer website.

My child’s school is overcrowded, but 
I don’t see it listed as a project on the 
proposed school bond. Why not?

The fi ve school construction and 
renovation projects on the proposed 
school bond will address overcrowding 
and continued enrollment growth not 
only at the fi ve proposed project sites, 
but also at other schools experiencing 
growth. School boundaries would be 
studied districtwide to refl ect the larger 
schools or classroom additions that 
would be built.

How can I learn more?

Visit the school district website at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, 
see the box in the middle right side of the 
page titled “Bond Election November 3, 
2015.”

Where can I get other questions
answered?

The district has set up an email ad-
dress especially for questions about the 
proposed school bond. Send questions to 
election@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Frequently asked questions and answers
Bond Election

November 3, 2015
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continued from page 3

Firgrove Elementary teacher Sara Deaver reviews a book with third 
grader Mia Skagen. Deaver is this year’s Puyallup School District 
Teacher of the Year at the elementary school level.

Teachers of the Year

Sara Deaver
Firgrove Elementary

year with an award recognizing high 
progress. Schools qualify for the recog-
nition if they are in the top 10 percent 
of schools statewide making the most 
progress in reading and math scores 
based on the previous three years of test 
scores.

Puyallup High won for the second 
straight year with an award in math 
growth, while Carson Elementary has 
been recognized for English language 
acquisition.

“Honoring successful schools is one of 
the most important things we do,” said 
state Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Randy Dorn. “We know schools are 
doing great work and are getting better 
at serving all students every day. We 
may not be where we want to be, but we 
are making progress. These awards cel-
ebrate both achievement and growth.”

The award-winning schools each 
received a banner and an etched acrylic 
award this spring to display in their 
schools.

continued from page 3

Five schools 
win Washington 
Achievement Award

Instilling a love of learning is high on the 
priority list for Sara Deaver, a veteran 
teacher at Firgrove Elementary.

“Obviously the academic growth is great, 
but teaching for me is also about being 
a positive infl uence in kids’ lives,” she 
said. “It doesn’t matter to me how low a 
student is in reading or math when they 
fi rst come to my class. It’s about seeing 
the growth and the potential in each child 
and trying to instill a love of learning.”

Since starting her teaching career in 2003 
in Virginia, Deaver has taught nearly 
every grade level in elementary school. 

She came to Fir-
grove Elementary in 
2006 as a fi rst-grade 
teacher, moved to 
kindergarten a year 
later, switched to 
sixth grade in 2008, 
and changed to her 
current job as a third-
grade teacher in 2009.

In addition to her daily teaching duties, 
Deaver helps train other teachers and 
serves on the school’s Comprehensive 
School Improvement Plan instructional 
leadership team, as well as on a district 
level math design committee. 

She and fellow teacher Amanda Maxwell 
also helped pilot a new third-grade Na-
tive American social studies unit last year 
at Firgrove Elementary.

In her nomination of Deaver for Teacher 
of the Year, Principal Kristen Schroeder 
described the teacher as “a model of 

Eighth grader spearheads children’s book drive
Eighth grader Rachel Dinham is a 
reminder, her school principal says, that 
“you can never go wrong by putting oth-
ers before yourself.”

An avid reader, the Kalles Junior High 
student wishes that every child — even 
those who come from families that are 
struggling fi nancially — can experience 
the same joy she feels when reading a 
good book.

“My mom always read to me when I 
was younger, and I never realized that 
not everyone had access to books and 
that it was considered a luxury for some 
people.”

Dinham decided she could do her part 
to help make books available to children 
locally by organizing a book drive on her 
junior high school campus. 

She started by doing her homework — in 
this case, researching the many charitable 
organizations in Puyallup. She learned 
about many of them while volunteering 
last summer at St. Francis House, and she 
decided that Helping Hand House seemed 
like a perfect fi t for donated books.

Helping Hand House is a nonprofi t orga-
nization dedicated to preventing and end-
ing family homelessness. Among other 
things, the agency provides emergency 
shelter to make sure every family has a 
safe, comfortable place to live. It also of-
fers workplace and life-skills training and 
education in its mission to prevent and 
end family homelessness. 

The 13-year-old called the organiza-
tion’s Executive Director Duke Paulson 
to make sure the books would be well 
received by the families. Once that was 

confi rmed, she sought approval from her 
school administrators to launch the book 
drive last October.

With the logistics worked out, Dinham 
placed several oversized blue plastic tubs 
in the school lobby with a sign on the front 
advertising the book collection. The signs 
featured a “Turn A Page” logo, designed 
by Dinham with help from her cousin, 
especially for the book drive.

The teen also described the project on the 
school’s Friday video announcements, as 
well as on daily morning intercom an-
nouncements.

The fi rst few days, she said she watched 
as students dropped a couple of books in 
the bottom of the big tubs.

Within several weeks, the tubs were 
overfl owing with new and used paper-
back and hardback picture books, chapter 
books, and children’s classics like “Black 
Beauty” and “The Secret Garden.”

“It was so exciting,” Dinham said. “They 
were completely fi lled.”

The donations continued throughout the 
six-week drive — so much so she could 
barely open the door of the guest room 
at home where she stored the books until 
delivery day.

Dinham and her parents delivered the 
more than 400 books collected to Helping 
Hand House earlier this spring. The teen 
said the experience will remain etched in 
her memory for years to come.

“I remember all day at school I couldn’t 
wait to go and deliver the books,” she 
said. “When I got to Helping Hand House, 
I just ran inside and was super excited.”

With books still being donated by fam-
ily members and friends, Dinham made 
a second delivery a few weeks later. On 
that visit, there was a family with children 
at the organization’s offi ce on South Hill. 
“The kids went right for the books,” Din-
ham said with a big smile.

But the project still wasn’t complete.

Dinham said she decided to have a plaque 
engraved at a local trophy shop to thank 

continued on page 9

Proof of baseline concussion screening 
is required prior to a student participat-
ing in junior high or high school foot-
ball, soccer, basketball, or wrestling.

Baseline concussion screenings held at 
Sparks Stadium in August 2013 expire 
this summer, as they were only valid for 
two years from the date of the test.

The school district no longer offers 
free baseline concussion screenings. 
Athletes who do not have a valid con-
cussion baseline screening and want to 
participate in the sports listed above in 
the 2015-16 school year may arrange 
for the screening through a qualifi ed 
medical care provider of their choice 
at their own expense. They may also 
contact Kimberly Tevis at ATI Physical 
Therapy at kimberly.tevis@atipt.com.

Baseline concussion 
screening required 
for some sports

Local businesses and community 
groups will set up donation boxes 
throughout the community during the 
month of August to collect back-to-
school supplies for students in need.

Several organizations are once again 
partnering with Communities In 
Schools of Puyallup and the Puyallup 
School District to organize the supply 
drives. This will be the sixth year, for 
example, that the Red Canoe Credit 
Union partners with the project by 
matching donated supplies pound-for-
pound.

A list of participating organizations 
and drop-off locations is on the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Items especially in need this year in-
clude backpacks, 2-3” binders, com-
position books, graph paper, highlight-
ers, colored pencils, markers, pencil 
pouches, and notebook dividers.

Annual school 
supply collection
set for August

thoughtful classroom practice and continu-
ous learning.”

Schroeder noted, “Sara stands out because 
she is warm and caring to students, but has 
high expectations for students to achieve 
their goals … She is constantly thinking 
about what her students need next to be 
successful in their learning.”

The principal also wrote that Deaver has 
embraced leading her grade-level team 
in its professional learning. “They work 
together, sharing students and ideas, to en-
sure achievement in the entire grade level.”

That success was especially notable in 
the 2014 state assessment scores, Schro-
eder said. More than 80 percent of the 
third graders met or exceeded state stan-
dards in math and reading. In Deaver’s 
class alone, more than 96 percent of the 
students met the state math standard and 
more than 94 percent met or exceeded 

the state reading standard.

Teaching at a school that traditionally has 
had among the most students in the district 
(nearly 65 percent) who qualify for free 
and reduced-price lunch, Deaver said she 
makes it her mission to make sure each stu-
dent feels welcome in her classroom with a 
positive attitude toward learning.

“I love these kids, and I’m willing to stay 
here to make a difference in their lives.”

Deaver attended Radford University in 
southwest Virginia, where she earned her 
bachelor’s degree in elementary education 
with concentrations in social sciences and 
special education. In 2011, she earned her 
master’s degree from the University of 
Washington Tacoma campus.

Schroeder added, “Her impact on student 
learning is clear, and the realm of her 
infl uence endless.”

Kalles Junior High student 
Rachel Dinham displays some of 
the hundreds of books collected 
in her “Turn a Page” book drive.
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Nearly a thousand students in kindergarten 
through grade 12 participated in the Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) Showcase and the 12th Annual 
Honoring Cultures Diversity Celebration 
during the Washington State Spring Fair.

Several hundred of those students repre-
senting kindergarten through grade eight 
entered projects in one of four areas in 
the STEM Showcase: inventions, reverse 
engineering, technology, and scientifi c 
practices.

Inventions ranged from an automatic 
dog feeder and “Dog-o-Matic 3000 Dog 
Wash” to a “Scrub Bot” robot that cleans 
the fl oor.

In reverse engineering, students took apart 
and explained to judges how common 
everyday items such as a hair dryer, clock, 
cell phone, 5-speed handheld mixer, and 
incandescent light bulb work. 

Those who explored scientifi c practices 
examined questions such as whether the 
type of conductor affects how bright a 
light bulb lights up, while students who 
entered technology projects showed a 
variety of computer skills such as designs 
created in an Internet-based 3D design and 

Students showcase learning during annual Spring Fair
modeling tool.

In addition to the STEM Show-
case in the Pavilion, more than 
600 elementary, junior high, 
and high school students from 
throughout the district shared 
music, dance, visual art, and 
other artistic talents during the 
Honoring Cultures Diversity 
Celebration.

Stage performances featured 
more than 500 students in 
group and individual singing, 
dancing, and drumming pre-
sentations. Art pieces ranged 
from visual art to poetry, and 
many of the student artists 
were on hand to explain their 
work to family members and 
guests.

Each year, the artwork entered 
into the exhibit is based on 
culturally relevant curriculum 
and projects. 

A slideshow of additional photos from the 
STEM Showcase and Honoring Cultures 
Diversity Celebration is on the district 
website.

Photos (clockwise from top): Spinning Elementary fi rst-
grade singers (from left) Aidan Bernardo, Kaden Hite, 
Sophia Orozco, and Maria Valencia peek through their 
tulips as they perform; Shaw Road Elementary students 
(from left) Amber Espinoza and Hailey Kim share the 
microphone; Emerald Ridge High Step Team members 
(from left) Jasmine Hardy, Zamod Teleni, and Mikayla 
Delgardo perform; hundreds of cultural student art pieces 
greet fairgoers; and Edgerton Elementary second grader 
Ethan Barker shows off his Tinkercad technology project, 
which won fi rst place in his grade level and Best in Show 
for kindergarten through third grade at the Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Showcase. 
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Students 
explore 

watershed
and wetlands

Fifth and sixth graders throughout the district are experiencing hands-on 
science this spring through a watershed and wetlands fi eld experience at 
DeCoursey Park and the Washington State University (WSU) Research and 
Extension Center Little Barn Pond and Wetland.

Students learn about improving the health of the ecosystem and the watershed 
as they observe the wetlands and conduct fi eld tests related to the fi fth- and 
sixth-grade science curriculum. The trips are possible thanks to a partnership 
between the school district and the WSU Extension Center, as well as mul-
tiple hands-on investigations supported by the Pacifi c Education Institute.

Photos (from top): Woodland Elementary sixth-grade 
teacher Melissa Segers discusses DeCoursey Pond habitat 
while her students take notes on the dock; fi fth graders 
Derrick Zigan and Annie Heilman use magnifying glasses 
to get a close look at macroinvertebrates in the Little Barn 
Pond water samples; a Great Blue Heron fl ies overhead 
after students had a chance to observe it sitting in a tree 
next to the DeCoursey Pond; fi fth grader Joy Song records 
observations about her trip to the wetlands; students use 
their fi eld experience observation notes to write in-class 
poetry and create watercolor illustrations like this one by 
Song; and a family of ducks, including seven babies, swims 
through DeCoursey Pond during the sixth-grade visit.
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Days before last month’s annual school 
plant sale, Rogers High students arrived to 
class and quickly dispersed throughout the 
greenhouse to transplant trays of lobelia, 
check for sprouts on apple trees, examine 
petunias for insects, and water tall tomato 
starts.

“If you see a frog, that’s a good thing!” 
teacher Steve Bright shouted to the class 
with a smile. “They will eat the aphids for 
food.”

With the temperature inside the green-
house hovering at 100 degrees, the Rogers 
High School students moved quickly to 
get their assigned jobs done before return-
ing to their traditional classroom inside 
the school.

Just as in a commercial nursery, the teens 
used long industrial-strength hoses to 
water rows of geraniums, impatiens, bego-
nias, and other fl owers lined up on tables 
along one side of the greenhouse.

Other students gathered around a work 
area covered with clay pots and mounds 
of dirt to watch Bright demonstrate how 
to transplant basil that just months ear-
lier had been small seeds buried under 
black soil.

Proceeds from the school’s Future Farm-
ers of America (FFA) Mother’s Day week-
end plant sale each May help fund student 
trips to regional or state FFA competitions. 

The money is also used to buy materials 
for school service projects, including bark 
for on-campus beautifi cation projects, as 

Plant science students grow in horticulture knowledge

well as materials for special fundraisers, 
Bright said. Last year, students used the 
funds to create a wheelchair pathway to 
help a student with paralysis get to and 
from campus safely.

Welcome to Plant Science I, a magnet 
program offered exclusively at Rogers 
High School but open to all eleventh and 
twelfth graders districtwide.

Nearly 30 students are enrolled this year 
in the program, which combines class-
room and hands-on-learning to teach stu-
dents about major horticulture concepts.

Bright, who co-owns several family grape 
vineyards and apple orchards in eastern 
Washington, has been teaching the pro-
gram for the past 18 years.

An experienced farmer, the veteran 
teacher shares videos of grapes being 
harvested and educates students about 
agriculture, pest problems, successes, and 
lessons learned.

In addition to the grapes and apples, 
Bright also has a 15-acre Douglas Fir tree 
farm that is harvested for lumber produc-
tion in Mason County.

“It’s great having a teacher who has his 
own farm and is so knowledgeable in the 
fi eld,” said junior Sidney Nyberg.

Students plant and can take home an apple 
tree every year, and Bright said he often 
receives emailed photos from parents of 
students who took the class years ago 
showing him the apple trees still growing 
in their yards.

The plant science class, which fulfi lls a 
science credit required for graduation, 
covers topics including the benefi ts of na-
tive plants, plant identifi cation, and plant 
care and maintenance.

Students also learn about soils science, 
greenhouse operation, introductory fl oral 
design, how and why plants propagate, 
safe use of pesticides, and the basics of 
operating a forklift.

The teens can become certifi ed as a fork-
lift operator by coming in after school to 
watch a slideshow about the forklift, take 
an online safety test, and pass a forklift 
driving test.

On a recent afternoon, Bright coned off 
an area on an old tennis court on the back 
side of campus and demonstrated to the 
entire class how to safely drive a fork-
lift. The machinery is owned by the high 
school and used by several of the Rogers 
High Career and Technical Education 
programs.

Bright also let several students get behind 

Her smile and reassuring voice calm even 
the most nervous of students who miss the 
morning school bell and must report to the 
late arrival desk before going to class.

A cheerful “good morning” and a listen-
ing ear are sometimes 
all it takes, she said, 
for a student to get a 
positive start to their 
school day after miss-
ing the bus, taking too 
long to eat breakfast,  
or oversleeping be-
cause “my cat kept me 
up all night.”

Zeiger Elementary parent volunteer Becky 
Okemoto-Davis welcomes students three 
mornings a week at the late arrival desk, 
fi lls out their tardy slips, and records 
whether or not they are buying hot lunch 
that day.

“It’s always fun hearing what they have to 
say,” she said. “I love doing this because I 
get to talk with the students and often their 
parents too.”

Her help at the late 
arrival desk is but one 
example of the countless 
ways Okemoto-Davis 
supports Zeiger Elemen-
tary students, parents, 
and staff. In fact, it’s rare 
that a day passes without 
her volunteering somewhere on campus, 
said Principal Cari Ake.

Of the more than 5,550 volunteers serving 
throughout the Puyallup School District 
this year, Okemoto-Davis recently learned 
she has been selected as the 2014-15 Vol-
unteer of the Year. The district awards the 
annual honor to someone who has given 
exceptional service to children.

“Becky goes above and beyond,” Assis-
tant Principal Angelo Mills wrote in his 
nomination letter. “She is here whenever 

Zeiger needs a hand. Becky always serves 
with a smile and is willing to do the task 
to its completion. She is an integral part of 
our Zeiger community/family.”

Okemoto-Davis learned about the award 
during a surprise announcement at a 
morning staff meeting earlier this spring. 
She wiped away tears of happiness as both 
Ake and Superintendent Tim Yeomans 
thanked her for her contributions.
 
Many of the Zeiger Elementary staff 
members also cheered for her this spring 
when she was formally honored at a Puyal-
lup School Board meeting. Ake presented 
Okemoto-Davis with an engraved plaque, 
she shook hands with the school board 
members, and the audience responded with 
a standing ovation.

Okemoto-Davis has been volunteering 
at Zeiger Elementary since her daugh-
ter, Fiona Hall, enrolled three years ago. 
Hall is in fourth grade this year in Kayla 
Alston’s QUEST program for highly 
capable students.

“I cannot say enough good things about 
Becky,” Alston said. “I 
have been lucky enough 
to have her as a parent 
volunteer in my class-
room for the past two 
years. I have even called 
her at home in a bind 
to ask for help on short 

notice, and she arrives within the hour.”

Among her many duties, Okemoto-Davis 
supports her daughter’s class by teach-
ing monthly art lessons, creating bulletin 
board letters, helping with classroom 
events or grading papers, chaperoning 
fi eld trips, and organizing PTA-sponsored 
gift baskets.

She also supports the entire school by de-
livering popcorn to students who have pur-
chased the snack on Fridays, making copies 
for teachers, counting money from school 

PTA-sponsored events, 
helping students fi nd 
books at the Scholastic 
Book Fair, and serving 
as the school liaison for 
the districtwide ABC 
parent organization for 
the QUEST program.

This year, Okemoto-
Davis also served as 
secretary on the school 
PTA board, coordinated 
last month’s Staff Ap-
preciation Week, and 
chaired the annual PTA 
Refl ections art program 
and reading night.

“I am really passionate 
about reading,” she said. 
“It’s so important in a child’s life.”

Parent and PTA representative Shawna 
Mac Donnell, who coordinates the school 
volunteers, often works alongside Oke-
moto-Davis at the late arrival desk and at 
school events.

“You can always count on her for any-
thing,” Mac Donnell said. “She is the fi rst 
one to volunteer. I always tease her that 
she never says ‘no.’”

Second-grade teacher Jane Orme adds, 
“She gets here about the same time as 
me in the morning. I don’t know how she 
does it all. She is wonderful. She is so 
good with the kids.”

Okemoto-Davis said she loves working at 
the school because everyone is so welcom-
ing, especially since she didn’t know anyone 
in Puyallup when her family moved here 
from Hawaii three years ago. Her husband is 
an active duty Army mechanic stationed at 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, and the school 
has been “like family to me.”

The volunteer said she is appreciative that 
the teachers and other school staff mem-

bers are so supportive of her bringing her 
13-month-old daughter, Yuki, with her to 
school on the days she volunteers. 

It’s a common sight to see the volunteer 
wheeling her daughter in the stroller down 
the halls, or having Yuki sitting on her lap, 
waving and smiling at students as they 
walk up to the late arrival desk.

Third grader Annabel Porter describes 
Okemoto-Davis as “very helpful and 
nice.” The student is one of many that 
Okemoto-Davis assisted recently at the 
spring “buy one, get one free” book fair.

As students made their fi nal purchases at 
the cash register, Okemoto-Davis re-
minded them to put their money in their 
pockets. If one of them forgot to pick out 
a free book, she encouraged them to fi nd 
one — if not for themselves, then for a 
brother or sister. 

“I just love volunteering,” she said. “And 
it’s so important. In Hawaii I took a class 
on what it means to have a presence at your 
child’s school. It really does improve their 
success because they see that school is im-
portant enough for you to give your time.”

Zeiger parent is honored as 2015 Volunteer of the Year

Rogers High Plant Science teacher Steve Bright helps Sidney 
Nyberg transplant lobelia in the school greenhouse. The class 
teaches students about horticulture through hands-on learning.

continued on page 11

“Becky always serves with a 
smile and is willing to do the 
task to its completion.”

Angelo Mills
Assistant Principal

Volunteer of the Year Becky Okemoto-Davis 
helps Zeiger Elementary students purchase 
books during the school’s annual book fair. 
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ninth graders in terms of our high school 
athletic opportunities,” said Rick Wells, 
director of athletics, health, and fi tness.

The district purchased uniforms and 
equipment for the additional high school 
players and provided bus transportation 
from junior high to high schools outside 
of walking distance.

This year’s change to a 9-12 athletic con-
fi guration brings Puyallup in line with all 
other school districts in the South Puget 
Sound League (SPSL) South Division. 
Puyallup had been the only district along 
the Interstate 5 corridor from Oregon to 
Canada without a 9-12 athletic structure, 
Wells said.

“I’m pleased with the overall number of 
ninth graders who participated in high 
school sports during this fi rst year of the 
new 9-12 confi guration,” Wells said. The 
778 ninth graders who participated at the 
high school level this year compare to 820 
signed up the previous year.

The numbers match even closer, he said, 
when factoring in ninth 
graders who participated 
in the newly created 
junior high intramural 
sports program.

“I think we were suc-
cessful in providing 
multiple opportunities to 
participate in sports to 
accommodate whatever students wanted 
to play,” Wells said.

New “C” teams and
intramural opportunities

The district created high school “C” teams 
this year in football, boys and girls soccer, 
boys and girls basketball, and volleyball.

Students learned basic developmental 
skills in each sport and competed against 
other C teams in the SPSL South Division.

Kalles Junior High ninth grader Hannah 
Palmer was among the fi rst set of junior 
high students to play on a high school C 
team in this district.

Palmer played wingback and wide at-
tacker on the Puyallup High School girls 
soccer team last fall. She also made the 
varsity track and fi eld team this spring as 
a javelin thrower.

“I’ve made a bunch of friends at the high 
school through sports this year and will 
know so many more people now when I 
start Puyallup High School this fall,” she 
said.

Creating an identity with their local 
high school is another plus of the new 
9-12 structure, said Emerald Ridge High 
athletic coordinator Dell Dittus. Talented 
athletes also have an opportunity to letter 
in athletics as a freshman, he said.

As part of the new 9-12 athletic struc-
ture, eighth-grade 
athletic programs 
became the new var-
sity teams on junior 
high campuses while 
seventh-grade sports 
teams changed to a 
more traditional junior 
varsity competitive 

program, Wells said.

Junior high school varsity and junior var-
sity teams competed against other junior 
high schools within the district as part of 
the Puyallup Athletic League.

Students in grades seven through nine 
who didn’t play on junior varsity or var-
sity teams at the junior high school level 
could choose to participate in a new intra-
mural sports program offered in volleyball 
and girls and boys basketball.

Ninth graders excel 

Stueckle, who competed on the varsity 
Emerald Ridge High track and fi eld and 
girls soccer teams, said she likes the addi-
tional challenge and increased competition 
of being on a high school team.

That is also true for Ballou Junior High 
School student Kaiden Hammond. The 
15-year-old suited up with the Rogers 
High varsity football team as a reserve 
this year and played extensively with the 
high school’s junior varsity team.
 

Hammond also played 
two varsity baseball 
games in the regular 
season and was called 
up this spring to par-
ticipate in the baseball 
playoffs.

“The fact that I got to 
suit up for varsity was 
amazing,” he said. “The 
older students helped 
me to grow as an ath-
lete and as a person.”

Hammond said he will 
never forget the fi rst 
time he was called 
onto the football fi eld 
to quarterback during 
the fourth quarter of a 
varsity game against 
Camas High School.

“I rushed for 15 yards 
and completed two 
passes,” he said. “It was 

pure adrenaline when I ran out on the fi eld 
the fi rst time. It was awesome.”

Hammond, who has played football since 
second grade, said he proudly wore his 
#19 football jersey at Ballou Junior High 
on game days. He considered himself a 
Rogers RAM on the football fi eld, but a 
Ballou Bruin in his junior high classes.

Principals at the district’s seven junior 
high schools said it was common to see 
ninth graders like Hammond wearing 
their high school jerseys, sweatshirts, 
jackets, and colors on game days. The 
schools celebrated the ninth graders’ high 
school successes during morning an-
nouncements, at junior high school pep 

assemblies, and on school websites.

Because of its proximity adjacent to Em-
erald Ridge High School, the high school 
jaguar mascot made several appearances 
at Glacier View Junior High pep assem-
blies as the ninth graders were recognized, 
said Principal Mario Casello.

Other ninth-grade athletes with successful 
fi rst years on high school sports teams in-
clude Ferrucci Junior High student Jadyn 
Mullen. Mullen played on the varsity 
volleyball team at Emerald Ridge High, 
which won the South Puget Sound League 
South Division championship after unde-
feated league play.

Her classmate, Kelly Richardson, 
competed on the Emerald Ridge High 
gymnastics team, which took second 
place at state this year. Additionally, 
Richardson placed eighth on the bars at 
the state tournament.

Kalles Junior High ninth grader Sunny 
Bieber found success on the Puyallup 
High varsity girls soccer team, which won 
a Class 4A state academic championship 
last fall. She was joined by several other 
ninth graders — Hallie Johnson from 
Edgemont Junior High, Emily Estrada 
from Aylen Junior High, and Brooke Mul-
lins from Kalles Junior High.

Bieber said she especially liked how soc-
cer coach Matt White encouraged a family 
atmosphere among all of the school’s 
soccer teams.

“He would pull all of the teams together 
and talk to us about how we are not just 
the C team or the JV team or the varsity 
team,” she said. “We are all connected and 
supportive of each other.”

Photos (from left): Kalles Junior High ninth grader Sunny Bieber 
played last fall on the Puyallup High varsity girls soccer team, while 
Ferrucci Junior High ninth grader Kelly Richardson competed on 
the Emerald Ridge High gymnastics team. Richardson also took 
eighth place on bars at the state tournament.

photos courtesy of Sunny Bieber and Kelly Richardson

Freshmen excel in 
high school sports
continued from page 1

“The fact that I got to suit up 
for varsity was amazing. The 
older students helped me to 
grow as an athlete and as a 
person.”

Kaiden Hammond

the Kalles Junior High students and staff 
for their help and generosity with the 
project.

She presented the plaque, which is dis-
played in a glass case near the foyer, to 
the school during Friday video announce-
ments. Paulson, the executive director of 
Helping Hand House, joined her for the 
schoolwide announcement.

“When you are homeless, you generally 
only take what you can carry maybe in 
your car or your backback or in a bag or 
two,” Paulson said. “Books tend to be 
something that get left behind.”
 
Paulson continued, “I’m so blessed by 

the students at Kalles who have given all 
these books to help us and to Rachel, spe-
cifi cally, for her initiative and compassion 
for homeless children.”

Dinham discussed the success of her 
project last month during a meeting with 
Superintendent Tim Yeomans. She said 
she hopes to repeat the book drive next 
year at Kalles Junior High, and she has 
been working with a friend on developing 
a Turn A Page website.

Principal Guy Kovacs said the school is 
proud of Dinham.

“Rachel is a great example to our student 
body of what (Kalles) Tyee Goodness is 
all about,” he said. “One of our building 
pillars is service-leadership, and we are 
trying to help our teenagers understand 
that life is bigger than them and that they 
can indeed make a positive difference. 
Rachel is proof of that.”

Kovacs added that having 
Paulson join Dinham dur-
ing the plaque presenta-
tion on Friday video 
announcements made a 
signifi cant impression on 
the nearly 900 junior high 
students.

“He explained how 
Rachel’s efforts were 
making a real difference 
to families in our com-
munity,” Kovacs said. “I 
think that when our stu-
dents hear those real-life 
connections, our lessons 
about serving others make 
more sense.

“Her efforts remind us 
all that you can never go 
wrong by putting others 
before yourself.”

Student spearheads 
children’s book drive
continued from page 5

Ballou Junior High ninth grader Kaiden 
Hammond suited up for the Rogers High varsity 
team last fall.

photo courtesy of Ed Routt

Kalles Junior High student Rachel Dinham 
joins Principal Guy Kovacs with a thank- 
you plaque she presented to the school.
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Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Graduate fi nds success in event design and coordination business 

continued on page 11

College opportunities expand with UW Tacoma partnership

Rogers High senior Alexx Elder received automatic acceptance 
this year to the University of Washington Tacoma. With her are UW 
Tacoma Director of Student Transition Programs Amanda Bruner 
and Gerald Denman, district chief equity and achievement offi cer. 

ground running.

“My stepmother-in-law even helped me 
watercolor a table runner and napkins out 
on her farm! It was such a fun project. We 
had more than 12 feet of fabric hang-
ing from a clothesline that we painted 
together.”

It all started in her senior year of high 
school.

As class president, Heidi (Campbell) 
Wight was put in charge of planning the 
Rogers High School Class of 2002 senior 
prom.

With the venue secured at the Puget 
Sound Maritime Museum in Seattle, the 
teen went to work designing the entry 
tickets and a booklet to hold each stu-
dent’s dance photo. 

Building on the nautical theme and colors, 
Wight designed a ticket that resembled 
what one would use to board a cruise ship. 
The school’s navy, white, and silver colors 
also blended perfectly, she said, with the 
Maritime Museum surroundings.

“That’s when I fell in love with event 
design,” Wight said.

More than a decade later, Wight is once 
again designing and coordinating events, 
only on a much larger scale.

The Rogers graduate is the owner, senior 
designer, and lead coordinator for Ira & 
Lucy Event Design, based in Boise, Idaho. 

Ira & Lucy Event Design

With offi ces in Portland and Seattle, the 
company features vintage and modern 
furniture and décor rentals, event design, 
and event coordination serving clients 
throughout the Pacifi c Northwest.

Whether it is a wedding, baby shower, or 

corporate event, Wight and her team of 
designers offer a variety of services that 
address as much or as little as the cli-
ent desires. Services range from helping 
support couples planning a do-it-yourself 
(DIY) wedding, to those who want a 
“worry-free” event that takes care of 
logistics from start to fi nish.

Wight partners with her husband, Jon-
nathan, who created the company logo, 
designed its website, and builds custom 
furniture that complements the vintage 
and modern rentals. The business is also 
named after his great-grandparents, Ira 
and Lucy.

The heart of the business, she said, is 
based on relationships.

“We could design the most stunning event 
for our clients, but if the relationship 
wasn’t thoughtfully cared for, then it’s just 
about a business making money and that 
doesn’t work for me,” she said.

Wight continued, “Event design is all 
about creating an atmosphere, an environ-
ment that tells a unique story. I feel hon-
ored to be able to help tell those stories.”

The Rogers graduate launched the busi-
ness in 2013 after having seen a job open-
ing for a wedding planner administrative 
assistant.

Rather than working for someone else, 
Wight decided to start her own business, 
capitalizing on a niche market for vin-
tage rentals. With help from her husband 
and her stepmother-in-law, Wight hit the 

Wight’s inventory represents vintage 
family furniture and décor pieces 
given to her and her husband over 
the years, as well as items found at 
estate sales, auctions, or through 
online advertisements. 

Couples, for example, can rent tufted 
settees and sofas, handcrafted farm 
tables, and midcentury glass plates 
for weddings, receptions, or special 
photo shoots.

Many of Wight’s rental pieces are 
named after family members who 
once used the vintage item or who 
had special meaning to her growing 
up in Puyallup. A Victorian sofa in 
the collection, for example, is named 
Anna Marie in honor of Wight’s 
grandmother.

This past year, Wight expanded her 
business to include more modern dé-
cor ranging from geometric poufs for 
lounge or dining seating, to leather 
Chesterfi eld sofas. 

Since starting the business, Wight 
has assisted with more than 50 wed-
dings and numerous other corporate 
or holiday parties.

Her business also supports a growing pop-
ularity of Pinterest and wedding couples 
who want to decorate their ceremony or 
reception with DIY projects.
 
Wight publishes a blog on her website that 

With her career sights set on becoming 
a high school art teacher, Rogers High 
School senior Alexx Elder said she 
can’t wait to begin pursuing her college 
education this fall at the University of 
Washington (UW) Tacoma campus. 

 “I’ve always wanted to go to UW, but I 
didn’t know if it would ever be pos-
sible,” she said.

That all changed this year when Elder 
learned she is among more than 50 
graduating seniors in Puyallup who met 
admission requirements necessary to 
receive automatic acceptance to UW 
Tacoma.

The automatic acceptance is a key fea-
ture of a “Pathway to Promise” partner-
ship started two years ago between the 
Puyallup School District and the univer-
sity. It marked the fi rst such partnership 
in Washington and only the second of its 
kind nationwide.

The fi rst wave of high school seniors 
who benefi tted from the partnership 
graduated last June, while others are set 
to earn their high school diplomas this 
month. 

The Puyallup School Board formally ap-
proved the partnership in October 2013, 
and within months nearly 100 seniors 
had applied to UW Tacoma — up from 
38 applicants in 2006, as well as the 
most students to apply for college there 
in each of the past nine years.

The number of applicants continues to 
remain strong this year, with an equally 

impressive list of acceptance offers at all 
of the district’s high schools, said Gerald 
Denman, chief equity and achievement 
offi cer.

While students are often accepted to 
numerous colleges or universities in their 
senior year, it is notable that nearly half 
of those accepted to UW Tacoma last year 
also enrolled there, he said.

The success of the partnership is even 
more striking, he said, when considering 
the number of students who applied to 
universities elsewhere around the country 
simply because they learned through Path-
way to Promise that college is doable.

“The whole idea is to expand post-second-
ary educational opportunities,” Denman 
said. “We want to create more access to 
college for our students.”

Cedric Howard, vice chancellor for 
student and enrollment services at UW 
Tacoma, said he also is pleased with the 
fi rst two years of the partnership.

“The growth of the partnership between 
UW Tacoma and the Puyallup School 
District speaks to the nature and power of 
building a college-going culture in Puyal-
lup,” he said. “It also speaks to the need 
to educate and prepare clear pathways 
for youth to take in order to ultimately 
achieve their goals in life.”

Pathway to Promise addresses the fact 
that some students, even those with 
good grades and test scores, often don’t 
have college on their radar because of 
cost alone.

In an effort to help make a student’s 
college dream a reality, the university 
recently announced that 24 of Puyallup’s 
graduating seniors have been named 
Freshman Merit scholarship award re-
cipients. The students have been awarded 
$73,500 combined from Emerald Ridge, 
Puyallup, and Rogers high schools.

The two-year scholarship award varies 
between $2,000 and $5,000 per year.

Elder, the Rogers High senior who begins 
UW Tacoma this fall, is one of the two 
dozen scholarship recipients and also 
received a two-year academic scholarship.

“It’s going to help with tuition and 
other college costs,” she said. The 
freshman plans to keep college costs 
down by living at home in Puyallup and 
taking the SoundTransit Sounder Train 
to and from school.

To be considered for automatic admis-
sion to UW Tacoma, students need to 
meet criteria including a 2.7 or higher 
grade point average, SAT scores of 480 
or higher in each section and an ACT 
score of 21 or higher, basic gradua-
tion requirements, and a well-written 
admission letter.

Rogers High 2002 graduate Heidi 
(Campbell) Wight with some of the 
many vintage rentals in her Ira & Lucy 
Event Design business.

photo courtesy of Heidi Wight
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shares DIY projects, as well as lessons 
learned to help clients avoid what she 
calls a “Pinterest Fail.” Pinterest is a Web 
and mobile app in which users upload and 
manage images, known as “pins,” to make 
recipes, crafts, and other DIY projects.

One of Wight’s blog posts several months 
ago, for example, shares tips for painting 
on wood pallet design boards.

“As professionals, we know what works 
and doesn’t work,” she said. “We know 
how to troubleshoot and can often help 
couples that might like a DIY idea, but 
not think about how it will photograph or 
where it will be placed at the event to get 
the best lighting. We can help with that.”

Wight and her team are skilled in taking 
an idea and creating a design idea board, 
complete with color palette and fl oral 
concepts, as well as a venue layout plan 
that incorporates a head table, guest book 
table, and beverage and dessert station.

They also work closely with vintage rental 
companies, and also with established wed-
ding coordinators in the Pacifi c Northwest 
who often hire them exclusively for event 
design.

For anyone interested in pursuing their 
own business, Wight counsels them, 
“Don’t let your fear of failure hold you 
back. Focus every day on working really 
hard at what you do. If you are really pas-
sionate about it and willing to put in the 
work, you will be successful.”

Education

Wight graduated from 
Rogers High after at-
tending Fruitland El-
ementary and Kalles 
Junior High schools.

She credits Rogers 
High English teacher 
Dave Tate with hav-
ing helped infl uence 
the person she has 
become.

“He shared stories 
about his life, and I 
remember how au-
thentic he was — how 
there was no pretense 
about him. He taught 
us that it’s OK not to 
be perfect and still 

make a difference in people’s lives.”

While 13 years have passed since she 
graduated, Tate remembers the senior 
class president who loved English.

“She sat in the middle seat of the middle 
row so she wouldn’t miss anything!” 
he said. “Nothing escaped her, and she 
brought contagious energy and enthusi-
asm to every class. Heidi gave her best, 
saw the best in others, and expected the 
best from her experiences at Rogers High 
School.”

After graduating from Rogers High, Wight 
studied communications at Washington 
State University and psychology and 
literature at Whitworth University before 
completing her bachelor’s degree in 
Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences at the 
University of Washington.

After college, Wight dabbled in com-
munications and in retail before moving 
to Idaho. She and her husband have been 
married fi ve years and have a 3-year-old 
son Jagger, and Gabriel, who died at birth 
last June from a genetic defect.

Giving back

Wight and her husband openly share about 
Gabriel’s death, both in conversation and 
on their website blog, and are actively 
raising money for a prenatal loss program 
at a local Boise hospital.

“We knew from the 11-week check-up 
that we were carrying a baby that might 
not make it through,” she said. “The 
experience is devastating, but it’s such 
a taboo thing for many people to talk 
about.”

Wight would like to use the money raised 
to purchase monitors to give to families to 
record the sound of their baby’s heartbeat 
during doctor visits, as well as to train 
physicians and nurses about how to work 
with families experiencing prenatal loss.

To learn more about Wight and her busi-
ness, visit the Ira & Lucy Event Design 
website at www.IraandLucy.com. The 
business is also on Facebook, Pinterest, 
and Instagram.

Graduate profi le
continued from page 10

Heidi Wight’s Ira & Lucy Event 
Design rental collection also 
includes vintage plates from 
France and pewter punch 
glasses.

photos courtesy of Heidi Wight

the wheel and briefl y drive the machinery, 
which is commonly used in nurseries or 
similar warehouse environments to move 
pallets of soil and plants.

Those who take Bright’s plant science 
class as an eleventh grader may also enroll 
in a landscape design course during their 
senior year. Both classes are especially 
helpful, he said, for students considering 
careers such as horticulture or landscape 
architecture.

The classes also provide real-world learn-
ing experiences for students who don’t 
plan a career in the subject, he said. 

“One day they are going to have a house 
with a yard,” Bright said. “By being in 
this class, they will know how to identify 
plants, prune plants, and fertilize lawns 
properly.” 

As she sat at the workbench transplanting 
blue lobelia, Nyberg shared what she has 
found most valuable in the class.

“I know so much more about the compo-
nents of soil and which fl owers do best in 
which soil,” she said. “And I also can tell 
when there are problems, such as if a plant 
has been over-watered or under-watered.”

Nyberg, who is considering studying plant 
science in college, said the program also 
teaches students to work as a team.
 
“When you plant a seedling, it is only 

yours for that moment because eventually 
other students help transplant, water, and 
care for it,” she said.

After she fi nished transplanting the 
fl ower tray, Nyberg and her classmates 
returned to their traditional classroom 
inside the school to learn about the ways 
in which insects eat plants and how to 
control them.

“Our plant sciences program provides an op-
portunity for students to experience what the 
horticulture industry outside of high school 
has to offer,” said Mark Knight, executive 
director of college and career readiness. 

Knight continued, “After leaving the pro-
gram, students can further their education 
and enter fi elds in landscaping, nurser-
ies, and plant genetic research. While in 
the classroom, students get the benefi t of 
working with Steve Bright, who has de-
voted his life to the horticulture industry. 

“His knowledge and passion in this area 
helps students to increase their overall 
enjoyment in working with plants, as well 
as guiding them toward possible careers in 
the future.”

Plant Science
continued from page 8

Students raise more than 
$50,000 during March Gladness

Rogers High School Plant Science students water fl owers and 
vegetables planted in the Career and Technical Education class in 
preparation for last month’s annual weekend plant sale. 

Students celebrated the 10th anniversary 
of the annual March Gladness community 
service program by recording some of the 
highest numbers yet in money raised and 
items collected to help people in need.

The thousands of elementary, junior high, 
and high school students who took part in 
March Gladness raised more than $50,000 
in cash donations for a variety of worthy 
causes. This year in particular, schools 
focused on helping their own through fund-
raisers to help students or staff members 
fi ghting cancer or other physical battles.

Additionally, students like those at 
Ridgecrest Elementary teamed to collect 

items for specifi c organizations or causes. 
Ridgecrest Elementary students, for ex-
ample, collected more than 200 food and 
toys for the local animal shelter. 

“Students outdid themselves this year, 
not just in the amount raised, but also in 
how invested they were in helping their 
community,” said Jan Mauk, executive 
director of Communities In Schools (CIS) 
of Puyallup. CIS coordinates the annual 
event.

See a photo slideshow on the district 
website that features other ways Puyallup 
School District students served their com-
munity during this year’s March Gladness.

Ridgecrest Elementary students show off some of the 218 food and 
toy items collected for the Puyallup Animal Shelter.

Vintage brass candlesticks, china and gold 
fl atware, and Culver glassware with 22k gold 
detail are among Heidi Wight’s vintage rentals.
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Editor’s note: This is the next in a series of “Everyday Heroes” articles that appear 
in each issue of Connections. The articles feature students who go above and beyond 
to make their school or community a better place. Employees throughout the school 
district nominate students for the recognition. The name of each student nominated is 
featured on the “Everyday Heroes” Web page on the Puyallup School District website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

Katherine
Cavanaugh
Grade 11
Emerald Ridge High

Katherine Cavanaugh 
lives a life of commu-
nity service.

Whether she is helping to feed the home-
less in Puyallup, offering warm blankets 
to cancer patients at MultiCare Good Sa-
maritan Hospital, tutoring an elementary 
student struggling in math, or serving on 
the United Way Youth United Leader-
ship Council, the teen’s calendar is fi lled 
with volunteer service to her school and 
community.

“She is a true example of the Emerald 
Ridge High School Community Service 
Club motto, ‘See a need, fi ll a need,’” 
said club adviser and high school Career 
Specialist Patti McMullan.

McMullan continued, “She not only digs 
in with 100-percent effort to make a dif-
ference for others, but she inspires her 
peers to do the same. It is apparent daily 
that Katherine believes in service above 
self.”

Cavanaugh, a junior this year at Emerald 

Ridge High School, served this year as 
vice president of the school’s Community 
Service Club, which encompasses both 
Key Club and Interact Club members.

In that role, she helped classmates plan ac-
tivities such as a sock drive for the home-
less and a children’s book drive to benefi t 
two elementary schools that serve a high 
percentage of students from low-income 
families.

The 17-year-old has also participated in 
Relay for Life to raise money for cancer 
research and prepared and served meals 
to the area’s homeless as part of the local 
“Freezing Nights” program. 

Serving meals to Puyallup’s homeless one 
Friday night each month is one of Cavana-
ugh’s favorite activities, she said, adding 
it opened her eyes to the growing home-
less community in and around Puyallup. 
Students help prepare and serve meals at a 
church in downtown Puyallup.

“It’s really enjoyable to get to know and to 
serve them,” she said. 

Cavanaugh also volunteered this year 
as an after-school math tutor at Sunrise 
Elementary School.

“The boy that I worked with really 

struggled in math when I fi rst started 
tutoring him,” she said. “He got two out 
of four possible points on his fi rst math 
test. When he eventually got a four on the 
test, he was so excited. It really warmed 
my heart.”

Cavanaugh is passionate about math and 
wants young students to develop strong 
math skills early on in elementary school. 
She attended Wildwood Elementary 
School and Ferrucci Junior High before 
coming to Emerald Ridge High.

On weekends this past year, Cavanaugh 
volunteered at the MultiCare Good Sa-
maritan Hospital Infusion Center, located 
across the street from the main hospital. 
She helped nurses and cancer patients by 
refi lling port kits, including sterile cloths 
and needles; restocking a blanket warmer; 
sterilizing chairs; and bringing patients 
food.

Cavanaugh also served this year as the 
United Way of Pierce County Youth 
United Leadership Council vice president. 
She met monthly with other Pierce County 
high school students to plan regional com-
munity service events and activities, and 
participated in monthly meetings of the 
United Way Board of Directors.

This year marks the second consecutive 
year that the teen has earned a United 
Way Varsity Letter in Community 
Service. Much like an athlete can earn 
a varsity letter for excelling in a sport, 
Cavanaugh earned a letter for excelling 

in community service.

“It’s important to give back, especially 
for people who are able to help others 
who are in need,” she said. “I volunteer 
because I enjoy it — it is incredibly ful-
fi lling. I see it as a responsibility, I guess, 
that everyone can be a part of.”

Her volunteer service has also extended 
to her own campus, where she painted 
murals this year on a ceiling divider 
between two second fl oor class project 
areas. The 47-inch tall and 470-inch 
wide vibrant orange and black savannah 
scenes feature African animals, such as 
giraffes and elephants, and trees silhou-
etted against a setting sun.

This spring, she is painting a 4-foot by 
12-foot historic police buggy mural to be 
installed in downtown Puyallup.

Art is a hobby for Cavanaugh, who re-
cently entered and won a Scholastic art 
contest. Her winning acrylic painting 
features koi fi sh swimming in a pond, 
and she travels this month to New York 
to receive a medal recognizing her 
artwork during a ceremony at Carnegie 
Hall.

With one more year until high school 
graduation, Cavanaugh said she is 
considering pursuing a college degree in 
civil or environmental engineering, with 
a minor in art. In the meantime, she plans 
to continue seizing opportunities to give 
back to her community.

Emerald Ridge High junior Katherine Cavanaugh painted 
savannah scenes in the school’s second-fl oor project areas.

Stewart students plant trees through partnership with city

Stewart Elementary sixth-grade leadership students plant native evergreen trees on the north side of the school as part of an education 
project and partnership between the City of Puyallup and the school district. City of Puyallup Senior Planner and arborist Chris Beale 
educated students about the importance of trees in reducing stormwater runoff, increasing the city’s canopy cover, and encouraging 
environmental stewardship. He then helped them plant the Alaskan yellow and incense cedar trees and gave each one a small potted tree 
to take home. The partnership is part of a larger “NeighborWoods” program under way throughout the city. The program, including the 
cost of the trees and materials used at Stewart Elementary, is funded with a Pierce Conservation District Green Partnership Fund grant. 
Photos (from left): Student Isaac Conder pats down bark mulch around the base of his newly planted tree, while students (from left) 
Lacey Boots, Christa Masterson, Khiley Paxoumthong, and Harley Isaacs fi ll the tree hole with dirt. 


